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Looking out across a wintery riverscape of snow 
clouds and frozen patches of ice, Janet Terry recalls a 
childhood of warm memories growing up on Bird 
River. 

“I can see my grandmother out there on the water, 
rowing [backwards in her boat] catching fish and 
crabs.  The water was filled with fish.  There were eels 
and sunnies, lots of grasses.  You could wade out and 
yes, ‘see your feets.’  Sometimes you could look down 
into little divots and watch a soft shell crab 
sloughing,” says Terry. 

Over the decades, the clarity and quality of Bird 
River and its main tributaries, Honeygo Run, Windlass 
Run and White Marsh Run, have diminished in places 
like Bird River, Perry Hall, White Marsh and 
surrounding communities.  

But it’s those remembered clear waters—teeming 
with life, health, and generations of family and 
neighbors—that Janet and hundreds of residents like 
her across the Bird River, Middle River, and Tidal 
Gunpowder watersheds are working to see restored 
through their involvement in a project aptly 
called Clear Creeks: Our Water, Our Heritage, Our Pride. 

The grant-funded, community-based Clear 
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Creeks initiative was launched in 2013 by the 
Gunpowder Valley Conservancy (GVC), a local 
watershed restoration and land trust non-profit 
organization.  During the Project’s first two years, over 
900 neighbors in Middle River and Tidal Gunpowder 
communities took part.  They planted trees, cleaned 
streams, installed rain barrels, and implemented bay-
friendly gardening practices in their own backyards--all 
in service of the collective desire expressed in the 
Project’s tagline, “See Your Feets in Our Creeks!” 

With a track record of success and solid network of 
community support, Clear Creeks is now expanding its 
efforts into the Bird River watershed.  To celebrate, a 
free, family-friendly kick-off event will be held March 14, 
10-2 pm at Our Lady Queen of Peace Church in Bird 
River.  Come enjoy the fun as we showcase the many 
ways individuals can join the cause to “see more feets” 
in the cherished waterways they call home. 

For as Terry asserts, “My hope is what we all 
hope—a healthy playground for parents, for children, 
for everyone to have the opportunity to enjoy the rivers 
and the tributaries and the Bay.  To have a broad 
understanding of how we are all connected and the 
small things we can do to change.”  

How Clear is Bird River 
and its Tributaries? 
Mapping the problems and 
kickstarting neighborhood 
solutions. Pages 2 and 4 

The Power of HOAs to 
Make a Difference 
Bayscape Community Garden 
models stewardship and pride. 

Page 5 

Choosing to be Part of 
the Solution 
Creek-friendly practices for your 
own backyard. 

Pages 6 and 7 

Janet Terry, pictured above, hiking 
Bird River, is the Bird River 
Restoration Campaign President, a 
Clear Creeks Project partner. Photo, 
right, is of a beautiful sunset on the 
Bird River. 

“It was such a joy.” ~ Janet Terry, Bird River 
Resident 
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One of the major causes of 
decreased water clarity in local 
waterways is polluted storm water 
runoff.   When development occurs, 
nature’s water filters-- tree roots, 
fields and wetlands-- are replaced by 
impervious surfaces --roads, roof 
tops, lawns, and driveways.  These 
surfaces can’t slow down, cool, or 
filter rainwater before it flows into 
waterways.  Many older, established 
communities in the Bird River, Perry 
Hall and White Marsh areas do not 
have adequate storm water runoff 
controls to capture and filter rain 
water, and so the volume of polluted 
runoff entering creeks and streams 
increases significantly. 

High volumes of runoff cause 
severe erosion and carry sediment 
and harmful pollutants (oil, gasoline, 
trash, lawn fertilizers, pesticides, pet 
waste) into storm drains that then 
flow untreated, directly into local 
waterways. Both sediment and 
nutrient pollutants decrease the 
clarity and quality of the water and 
cause a myriad of problems for 
plant, animal and human 
populations. 
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Excess sediment not only builds up in 
boating channels, making navigation 
difficult if not impossible, it also clouds 
out the necessary sunlight that aquatic 
plants and bay grasses need to flourish.    

Excess nutrients from lawn and farm 
fertilizers and even pet waste can over-
enrich Bay waters, causing algae blooms. 
These algae blooms deplete oxygen from 
the water and in turn diminish and/or 
destroy our crab, fish and oyster 
populations. Algae blooms also compete 
with bay grasses for sunlight and space.  
Decreasing grasses threaten the aquatic 
life, such as crabs, that depend on the bay 
grasses for habitat. 

In 2014, Baltimore County 
Department of Environmental Protection 
and Sustainability conducted an upland 
water pollution assessment in the Bird 
River Watershed.  A watershed is the 
area of land that drains water into the 
nearest body of water, such as a river, run 
or creek.   

Eight sub-
watersheds were 
assessed within the 
Bird River 
Watershed, which 
includes the Bird 
River, Perry Hall, 
White Marsh and 
other communities.  

The County’s 
report showed three 
major water quality 
impairments: excess 
sediment, excess 
nutrients, and PCBs 
(Poly-Chlorinated 
Biphenyls), which 
are synthetic organic 
compounds that are 
highly carcinogenic 
to humans and animals.  A detailed 
report of the assessment can be found at 
the Balt. Co. Dept.of Environmental 
Protection and Sustainability website at 
www.baltimorecountymd.gov. The 
adjacent map shows the sub-watersheds 
that are most polluted by high volumes of 
storm water runoff and thus have the 
highest restoration potential. 
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To restore the health of Bird 
River sub-watersheds, their streams, 
and ultimately, our Chesapeake Bay, 
positive changes in action and 
behavior are needed by all segments 
of society: government, institutions, 
business and industry, developers, 
watershed organizations, 
community associations and 
homeowners alike.   

Clear Creeks: Our Water, Our 
Heritage, Our Pride offers residents 
and homeowners in Bird River, 
Perry Hall, White Marsh, and 
surrounding communities easy ways 
to get involved in a collective effort 
to improve the water quality of our 
creeks and Bay.   

The Gunpowder Valley 
Conservancy (GVC) and its 
numerous community partners in 
the Clear Creeks Project all believe that 
by working together, significant 

improvements 
for our 
waterways can 
occur, and 
everyone can 
do his or her 
part to “see our 
feets in our 
creeks” again. 
Learn how on 
Page 6. 

Why are Middle River and Tidal Gunpowder communities 
losing clear, clean creeks? 

Clear Creeks: Our Water, Our Heritage, Our Pride 

Why are Bird River, Perry Hall, White Marsh and other local 
communities losing clear, clean creeks? 
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Gunpowder Valley Conservancy – 2015 Calendar of Events 
VOLUNTEERS AND PARTICIPANTS WANTED! 

Date Time Event   Location 
March 14 10-2 pm Clear Creeks Project Kick Off Queen of Peace Church, Bird River 
March 21 10-12 pm Rain Barrel Workshop  Miramar Landing Comm, Middle River 
March 28 10-2 pm Adopt a Stream Training Bird River 
April 11 9-12 pm Project Clean Stream  Gunpowder Watershed 
April 18 10-1 pm Tree Planting   Dulaney Branch 
April 25 10-1 pm Tree Planting   Loch Raven Reservoir  
May 2  10-1 pm Tree Planting   Bird River 
May 9  10-1 pm Tree Planting   Bird River 
May 16  9:30-1 pm Tree Planting   Hunt Valley 
May 16  1-3 pm  Bay-Wise Certification Party Holley Neck 
May 23  9:30-1 pm Tree Planting   Hunt Valley 

Calendar is subject to change. 

TO REGISTER for an event, workshop, or training, or to be a volunteer leader contact Peggy Perry, 
Program Director of Education and Restoration, at 410-692-0468 or email at 
pperry@gunpowderfalls.org. 

For more information visit our Clear Creeks Project website at www.clearcreeks.org or visit our 
Gunpowder Valley Conservancy website at www.gunpowderfalls.org. 

2015 Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Project Funders:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Clear Creeks Project is funded by the Department of Natural Resources, Baltimore County, Baltimore 
Gas & Electric, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Chesapeake Bay Trust, and the Gunpowder 
Valley Conservancy (GVC) through 2015, and managed by the GVC. 

Clear Creeks: Our Water, Our Heritage, Our Pride 

GVC Mission: Watershed Commitment 
For twenty-five years, the Gunpowder Valley Conservancy 
(GVC), a local, non-profit organization, has been helping 
Maryland communities preserve and beautify the Gunpowder 
River Watershed through environmental stewardship programs 
that bring people together to restore waterways, plant trees, 
preserve land, and turn their own backyards into garden treasures. 
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Clear Creeks: Our Water, Our Heritage, Our Pride 
Kick Off Event 

March 14, 2015, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church 

10003 Bird River Road, 21220 

Room 1: Beauty and the Bay (Bayscape Gardens; Adopt-a-Creek; Who Polluted the Bay?) 
Room 2: Barreling a Lawn (Rain Barrels; Rain Gardens) 
Room 3: Beauty and the Feast (Bay-Wise Certified Yards; Edible Landscapes) 
 

Free informational sessions provided by: 
• Gunpowder Valley Conservancy 
• UMD Baltimore County Master Gardeners 

To REGISTER:  
Contact Chris Potts,  
Clear Creeks Project Asst. Manager,  
at gvcchris@aol.com or Peggy Perry,  
Project Manager, at pperry@gunpowderfalls.org. 

Clear Creeks Project funded by National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources, Baltimore Gas and Electric, Baltimore County Department of 

Environmental Protection and Sustainability, Chesapeake Bay Trust,                                      
and Gunpowder Valley Conservancy. 

Attend Family Friendly Greening Sessions for Your Back Yard and Our Bay! 

Enjoy refreshments, child friendly activities, informational displays, and door prizes! 

Door prizes provided by Richardson Farms, Baltimore Boating Center, GVC, & Kohl’s. 
 

     “See Your Feets in Our Creeks” 
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“As one of the largest 
homeowners associations 
in the East Baltimore 
corridor, we pride 
ourselves on being a 
model for a great 
community,” explains 
Matt Melton, board 
member for Miramar 
Landing, a Middle 
River community of 
740 new homes.  

“We want to offer 
programs that people 
are interested in.  There 
are a lot of people who 
care about the 
environment in our 
community,” said 
Melton, who first learned about 
the Clear Creeks Project at a general 
meeting of the Essex Middle 
River Civic Council.  

When Melton informed fellow 
Miramar board member Purnell 
Glenn about the free workshops 
and cost sharing on selected gardens that the Clear 
Creeks Project offers, Glenn agreed that the 
installation of a bay-friendly community garden 
would be a “win-win” for everybody.   

“We have a lot of homeowners and a lot of 
open land,” Glenn said. As Glenn saw it, not only 
would a large, Bay-friendly garden filled with 
plants native to the Middle River watershed help 
with storm water runoff and filtration, it would 
attract song birds, beautify the neighborhood, and 
set a tone of civic pride. 

And having started a “Green Thumbs 
Committee” in order to help teach lawn care and 
share gardening tips with his neighbors, Glenn 
also believed the garden would serve as a model 
for the community’s youth program.  By helping 
establish a garden, children could learn values of 
community and stewardship that would benefit 
both Miramar and all the respective communities 
of their adult lives.  “It’s something they could 
take with them into the future,” Glenn said.  

So, Glenn and Melton invited Clear Creeks  
landscape architect Jack Leonard to 
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custom design a 
community garden of bay-
friendly shrubs and grasses 
that could be prominently 
positioned for maximum 
foot and vehicle traffic.   

The 1,100 sq. ft., semi-
circular, Bayscape 
that Leonard designed 
helped to absorb and filter 
storm water from over 2 
acres of open turf.  
Miramar's HOA approved 
the plans, contractors 
prepared the bed, and 
neighbors of all ages 
gathered to help plant the 
garden in early 
November.  

And so far, the reviews 
have been positive. 

“Everyone loves it, and 
everyone can see it, not 
just our community,” 
Melton explained, noting 
the Bayscape's proximity 

to a senior living center, nearby apartment 
complex, elementary school and bus stop.  And, 
Melton added, because the garden is located in one 
of the community’s traffic circles, it “helps to slow 
down traffic.”  

Glenn also feels the sizeable garden makes a 
good impression: “People see it and can say, 
‘Wow, they really take care of the community.’”  

And caring for community and the natural 
world won’t just begin and end with the 
neighborhood bayscape. Miramar Landing will 
also be hosting a Clear Creeks rain barrel workshop 
on March 21 from 10-2 pm.  The workshop is open 
to everyone, not just Miramar Landing 
residents.  But be sure to contact workshop leader 
and Clear Creeks Project Manager Peggy Perry 
at pperry@gunpowderfalls.org or 410-692-0468 to 
reserve a space and a rain barrel. 

As Glenn reports, Miramar residents are already 
signing up for the workshop to take home a barrel – 
just one more way a proud community is modeling 
stewardship and supporting Clear Creeks. 

Miramar Landing HOA 
Community Garden:  

A Model in Neighborhood 
Pride and Bay Stewardship 

Clear Creeks: Our Water, Our Heritage, Our Pride 
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Clear Creeks: Our Water, Our Heritage, Our Pride 

How can we help reduce runoff and restore clear creeks 
in our own backyards? 
No matter who we are or how close we live to a stream, river, or run, our 
personal efforts and creek-friendly choices can and do make a difference in the 
heath of our community waterways.  
By practicing bay-friendly landscaping, planting trees, and cleaning up local 
creeks and streams in our own backyards, we contribute to a community of 
individuals each doing his or her part to help reduce the sedimentation and 
storm water runoff that’s polluting local waterways, like Honeygo, Windlass, 
and White Marsh Runs, Bird River and the Bay beyond.  But no one of 
us can go it alone.  
That’s why the Clear Creeks Project is about working together, each of us 
contributing to a team effort of individual choices.  The question is: which                          
“see your feets” practice is the right choice for you?   

Do you have a green thumb for bay-
friendly gardening?  The Clear 
Creeks Project offers free workshops 
on installing and caring for a 
variety of conservation gardens - 
rain gardens, edible bayscapes, 
and bayscape 
gardens - designed 
to reduce storm 
water runoff and 
provide habitat for 
plants and wildlife 
native to the Bird 
River, Middle 
River, and Tidal 
Gunpowder 
watersheds. The 
Clear Creeks Project covers 80% of 
the cost of selected rain garden 
installations for eligible property 
owners and 60% on selected 
bayscapes for other eligible 
property owners in Bird River. 
Join us for upcoming bayscape 
workshops this spring. 

Want to show some Bay-Wise 
pride?  Certify your yard “Bay-Wise” 
through the Baltimore County Master 
Gardener’s yard certification program 
by implementing bay-friendly 

gardening 
practices.  
As Clear Creeks 
Project partners, 
the Master 
Gardeners will 
come to your 
property free of 
charge, answer 
your landscape 

questions, and 
reward your 
bay-friendly 
ways with an 
official Bay-
Wise yard 
sign 
identifying your property as part of a healthy bay 

landscape. Your stewardship sets a neighborhood example for others 
to follow in their own backyards. 
You can then become a volunteer Bay-Wise Steward and help spread the 
word about the Clear Creeks Project’s range of bay-healthy practices.  To sign 
up, contact Assistant Project Manager, Chris Potts at gvcchris@aol.com.  

Peggy Pierson, in pink, 
with painted rain barrel. 

Happy owners Bob Nevrly & Ernie Ritche 
at their new Rain Garden in Wilson 

Bay-Wise Practice 
Your 
Cost 

Grant 
Covers 

Your 
Avg. Cost 

Average 
Value 

Avg. Size 
(sq. ft.) 

Edible Bayscape 40% 60% $200 $500 234 

Bayscape Garden 40% 60% $260 $650 340 

Rain Gardens 20% 80% $200 $1000 157 

Rain Barrel 50% 50% $30 $60 N/A 

Bay-Wise Yard Signs 0% 100% $0 $20 N/A 
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Norm Brady’s (center) 
Bayscape garden 
plating, 

Looking for ways to save water and 
slow runoff in your yard?  Capture 
rain with rain barrels before it 
carries pollution to local creeks. 
Attend our March 21 Rain Barrel 
workshop in Miramar Landing. 
Rain barrels help reduce the 
volume of storm water runoff by 
collecting rainwater from 
downspouts in storms. The 
rainwater can then be used to 
water plants, wash cars, or 
just simply be released when the 
dry ground is better capable of 
absorbing water.  Residents who 
live in the Bird River watershed 
are now eligible for free rain 
barrel workshops, assistance with 
installation, and 50% cost 
reductions on barrels purchased 
through the Project. 
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CLEAR CREEKS PROJECT 
PARTNERS 

Anyone living in the Bird River 
Watershed can take part in the 
restoration efforts already occurring 
in several Middle River 
communities. See Calendar, Page 
3, to Register.  

Would you like to plant forests for 
our future? Volunteer 
with the 
Gunpowder 
Valley 
Conservancy 
(GVC) to help 
restore forests 
in the Bird 
River area on 
May 2nd & 9th, at 
10 am. Also plant 
trees in your own 
yard, especially along 
waterways, to help 
filter and absorb runoff 
before it reaches creeks 
and our Bay.   
A healthy tree canopy is 
essential for 
maintaining clear, 
vibrant 
waterways.  Tree 
roots anchor soil as 
well as filter and 
slow down storm 
water runoff.  Tree 
leaves provide the 
shade needed to 
cool down water 
temperatures for 
fish, crabs and 
aquatic 
life.  During 
the Clear Creeks Project’s first two 
years, volunteers planted roughly 
800 trees in Middle River and Tidal 
Gunpowder parks.   
Appropriate for ages eight and up, 
planting trees lets communities 
grow a green future together. So 
gather up your friends and family 
and help us plant 650 more trees on 
conserved land and/or other local 
sites around Bird River.  

Volunteer to Help Bring Back Clear Creeks! 

Clear Creeks: Our Water, Our Heritage, Our Pride 
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Want to get your feet wet in stream 
protection?  You and your neighbors 
can adopt a stream through the 
Gunpowder Valley Conservancy’s 
“Stream Watch Program.” Trained 
volunteer Stream Captains lead 
groups of 2 or more volunteers 

twice a year 
to conduct 
clean ups of 
their adopted 
stream or 
creek and 
monitor it’s 
health.   
Join us for the 
Adopt a 
Stream 
training on 
March 28, 10 
am – 2 pm in 
Bird River to 
learn about 
health 
conditions of 
local waters, 
hazard 
reporting, 
and volunteer 
clean up 
safety. Help 
clean Bird 
River, 
Honeygo 
Run, White 
Marsh Run, 
Windlass 
Run, or 
another local 
stream for 

Project Clean Stream on April 11! 
So far, Clear Creeks volunteers in 
Middle River and Tidal Gunpowder 
have collected 9.25 tons of trash 
from 3.25 miles of adopted 
creeks.  With 2.5 more miles of 
creeks waiting to be adopted in the 
Bird River and Gunpowder 
watersheds, the opportunity for 
cleaner creeks and more visible feets 
continues to grow.  
 

• Baltimore Boating Center 
• Baltimore County Department of 

Environmental Protection and 
Sustainability 

• Baltimore County Master Gardeners 
• Bird River Beach Community 

Association  
• Bird River Rd. Neighborhood 

Association 
• Bird River Restoration Campaign 
• Bowleys Quarters Community 

Association 
• Bowleys Quarters Improvement 

Association 
• Cedarside Farm HOA 
• Councilwoman Cathy Bevins 
• Councilman David Marks 
• Essex-Middle River Civic Council  
• Forge Landing HOA 
• Glenside Farm HOA 
• Gunpowder Falls State Park 
• Hawthorne Civic Association 
• Holly Neck Conservation Association 
• Honeygo Village HOA 
• Lorely Bowerman Beach Community 

Association 
• Marshy Point Nature Center 
• Martin’s State Airport 
• Miramar Landing HOA 
• Norman Creek Marina 
• Our Lady Queen of Peace Church 
• Perry Hall Improvement Association 
• Piney Grove United Methodist Church 
• Turkey Point/Rockaway Beach 

Community Association 
• Wilson Point Civic Improvement 

INVITE THE GVC TO YOUR 

COMMUNITY 
Invite the GVC to your local 
community association, faith-
based group, school club or social 
organization for a presentation 
about the Clear Creeks Project. 
Contact Peggy Perry at 
pperry@gundpowderfalls.org.  

Top: Tree Planting at Wilson Point Park  
Center: Bird River Stream Cleanup 
Bottom: Middle River Stream Cleanup 
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Sunset on the Bird River 

 


