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Over the past three years the GVC has 
worked with Baltimore County landowners 
to conserve 335 additional acres of beautiͲ
ful, undeveloped land.  We now have 1,350 
acres under stewardship.  Some of this land 
buffers our watershed, some provides 
woodland for animals and native plants and 
other acres provide farmland for local farmͲ
ing.  All and all, the land maintains the rural 
heritage of northern Baltimore County.  
Your generous donations and support have 
helped our organization grow and succeed. 
In my professional life, I provide services for 
states and local governments.  Everyday, I 
am acutely aware of the difficult, if not 
overwhelming, budgetary crisis that the 
public sector is facing.  Even in the face of a 
new austerity, the State, through its Rural 

Legacy program has granted the GVC 
$500,000 for additional land preservation 
in 2010.  Our success in locating, negotiatͲ
ing and settling on open space land easeͲ
ments in Baltimore County has given Rural 
Legacy confidence that we can deploy new 
grant funding year after year.   Thank you 
Rural Legacy Program! 
Coupled with grant funds available from 
prior years, the GVC now has around 
$750,000 in funding available for additional 
easements; so if you or someone you know 
would like to learn more about selling or 
donating a conservation easement please 
give us a call at 410 472Ͳ4886.  We would 
be glad to meet with you to familiarize you 
with the in and outs of land preservation! 
Land Preservation Committee 

Rural Legacy Program Grants GVC $500,000 to 
Preserve more Baltimore County Land! 

GVC Restores the Gunpowder Watershed Thanks to You! 
2009 was another fantastic year for restoration and education thanks to each and every one of our GVC members 
and volunteers!  Thanks to YOU we can implement more restoration projects, conduct more educational presentaͲ
tions/workshops/trainings, recruit more volunteers from more community organizations and schools, and conduct 
more community outreach events.  Take a look at our 2009 accomplishments list on page 6 and let us show you our 
appreciation by attending the “Evening in the Forest” 20th anniversary event (more information on the back cover)! 

Spring 2010 

 

Upcoming GVC Events 2 

Volunteers Wanted 2,5 

Welcome to Spring 3 

GVC Hires New Staff 4 

Jennifer Branch Project 5,7 

2009 Accomplishments 6 

Historical Preservation 8 

Membership Form 9 

Other Grant Updates 7 

Inside this issue: 

Call to Action! 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 

A Letter from the President 

1

Dear Friends:  

As we approach the 2012 fall season and the 22nd year of the 
Gunpowder Valley Conservancy, I reflect on my journey into the 
field of environmental stewardship.  I frequently ask myself, how 
have I been transformed from a man focused on my family and a 
career at Bethlehem Steel – Sparrows Point (then the largest steel 
plant in the world) to someone driven to protect the natural world?  
At the time, I believed caring for the environment was for hunters, 
fishermen and birders, to name a few.  I had little awareness of how 
protecting the environment benefited me directly.  Fast forward to 
2012 and the answer to my question always comes back to three 
areas: Observations – seeing first hand our “foot print” on nature; 
Education - understanding the complexities of the natural world    
and its connection to our lives; and Actions - feeling that I can     
make a difference.   

Join the GVC for our annual Better Waterways fall cleanup on November 17th, 
9 am - 12 pm.  We need volunteer helpers as well as volunteer leaders (Stream 
Captains)!  Feel good knowing that your efforts will make a difference!  We 
have sites throughout the Gunpowder Watershed.  Contact Peg Perry, 
Program Director at 410-668-0118 or pperry@gunpowderfalls.org to join us! 

Inside this Issue: 
A Letter from the President 2 

Learn How GVC Restores the 
Gunpowder Watershed! 
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____1. Restoration events: 
              ____ Stream clean–up events 
              ____ Tree plantings 
              ____ Adopting a stream 
____2. Storm water reduction measures 
             ____  Rain barrel assembly 
             ____  Rain garden installation 
             ____  Down spout disconnection 
____ 3. Land preservation activities 
____ 4. Historic preservation 
____ 5. Outreach / PR / education / (speaking, 
             writing, etc.) 
____ 5. Helping with mailings / office work 

_____ a. Birds / wildlife 
_____ b. Hiking / boating /  biking 
_____ c. Fishing / hunting 
_____ d. Gardening / trees / forestry 
_____ e. Stream science / ecology 
_____ f. Rain Barrels/Rain Gardens 

THANK YOU!   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT! 

GUNPOWDER VALLEY CONSERVANCY 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Please mark the appropriate line: 
Yes!  I want to become a member ___, or renew membership ___ 
with the Gunpowder Valley Conservancy today to support GVC’s 

conservation, education and restoration efforts within the 
Gunpowder Watershed.   

As a volunteer organization, we depend on the efforts and support of our membership for the success of 

our work.  As a member I will receive the bi-annual GVC Newsletter, discounts on rain barrels, and first 

priority for GVC events.  I have enclosed a tax-deductible check for:    

   [  ] $25-$49     [  ] $50-$99      [  ] $100-$499      [  ] $500-$999       [  ]$1000 or more     

   Supporting       Guardian          Steward           Champion             Patron  

Please make check out to Gunpowder Valley Conservancy  and return in enclosed envelope to Gunpowder Valley 
Conservancy,  PO Box 9733, Towson, MD 21284.  

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:  ________________________________________________________                 

City/State/ZIP:  _______________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________          

Family Members: _______________________________________________________ 

I’d like to volunteer for [check those that apply]:                    My interests are : 

Page 9 News from the GVC  

Graphic Design by 
Rachel Streusand 

Left, Stream Captain, Erica Cress, leads a steam cleanup at Pebble Creek on November 19, 2011. 

Photos Above: Left, Trail Maintenance/Native Plant Workshop on 
July 14, 2012.  Right, Charlie Conklin (front) and Rick McGehee 
canoeing on the Gunpowder River, August 2012. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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A Letter from the GVC President  
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My entry into the natural world started 
when I volunteered in the first 
Gunpowder Falls State Park Clean Up 
sponsored by the GVC in April 1990. I 
was astounded by the amount of trash 
that had accumulated in the park and 
rivers.  My next eye opener occurred 
when I participated in a stream 
monitoring program through 
Maryland’s Save Our Streams (SOS) 
effort.  Through this experience, I 
learned how to measure the quality of 
the water by identifying various macro 
invertebrates (bugs) living in streams.  
I applied this new skill of observing 
water insects, to the stream in my own 
back yard in Glen Arm, and started to 
understand what we were inflicting 
upon the environment. 

Observing the degradation and 
wanting to be better educated on the 
issues, I was drawn to the John’s 
Hopkins Certificate of Environmental 
Studies Program, championed by Dr. 
Charlie Stine.  The Hopkins Program 
gave me a broad perspective – on 
wildlife and ecology, forestry, aquatics 
and human health.  These studies 
bridged the connection between the 
workings of our natural world and our 
own existence.  At that time, I also 
started reading the “Bay Journal,” a 
reliable resource on Bay issues, found 
at www.bayjournal.com.  This 
excellent journal continues to provide 
me with a broad understanding of 
opportunities and challenges facing all 
of us if we are to achieve a Clean 

“…without a functioning environment, life, as we 
know it, would not exist …” 
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Chesapeake Bay.  The big picture is 
that without a functioning 
environment, life, as we know it, 
would not exist. 

Observation and education on critical 
challenges led me to a call to action; 
something that drives a person to make 
a difference.  Many studies show 
starting with small positive actions – 
cleaning a stream, installing a rain 
barrel, or planting a few trees, leads to 
a greater commitment to “do 
something” to preserve or restore our 
natural world.  I have come to realize 
that future generations depend on the 
individual actions we take now.  

Over the past 22 years, the GVC 
community has made tremendous 
contributions to preserving and 
restoring the Gunpowder River and its 
watershed.  To learn more about our 
achievements see “Restoring the 
Gunpowder Watershed – Thanks to 
Members Like You!” on the next page.   
These positive environmental 
outcomes are driven by your support, 
and by the members of communities, 
service clubs, educational institutions, 
businesses and churches, from Parkton 
to Middle River. 

Bernie Fowler, former Maryland State 
Senator and Calvert County 
Commissioner as well as a champion 
for Bay restoration (age 88), was 
interviewed in the July-August 2012 
Bay Journal, after his 25th year of the 
“Wade-In” that he initiated to support 

4

Bay restoration.  In that interview, he 
said, “I don’t have the enthusiasm and 
optimism that I had, but for the 
generations that follow us, it would be 
real cowardice to back off and say, ‘it’s 
not going to work’.  I’m going to 
continue.”  His enduring commitment 
and dedication to public service is an 
example for us all. 
(http://www.bayjournal.com/article/f
owler_sees_35_inches_on_25th_year_o
f_wade_in). 

Sincerely, 

Charlie Conklin  
GVC President 

Continued from Page 1 

Photos:  
Top Left: Tree Planting at Loch Raven 

Reservoir on 10/15/11 
Top Center: Stream Cleanup, Fall 2010 at 

Beaver Run by Towson University 
Top Right: Shrub Planting at Gunpowder 

Falls State Park 4/ 7/12 
Bottom Right: Sue Bath’s Rain Barrel from 

Jennifer Branch Preservation Project 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 
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2012 has been a very productive year so far, thanks 
to all of our GVC volunteers and members!  With 

your help, we continued ongoing restoration 
projects, held more educational presentations, 

workshops, and trainings, recruited more 
volunteers from community organizations, schools, 

and businesses, and participated in more 
community outreach events.   

The adjacent table shows our  
accomplishments through 

June of this year, as well as over 
the past 22 years, since 1990! 

In 2012 (through June): 

Reforestation 
• 800 native trees planted on 4 acres 
• 383 volunteers (336 volunteer hours) 

Land Preserved 
• 52 acres newly acquired 

Tree Maintenance 
• 3240 trees maintained on 16.25 acres 
• 112 volunteers (336 volunteer hours) 

Stream Cleanups and Adoptions 
• 24 streams cleaned 
• 6.28 tons trash collected 
• 448 volunteers  
• 1,344 volunteer hours 
• 7 streams adopted 

Trail Maintenance 
• 2 workshops 
• 40 volunteers (200 volunteer hours) 
• 425 lbs. of invasive plants removed 
• 4 rolling grade dips installed 
• 82 native herbaceous plants planted 
• Maintained .25 trail miles in Loch 

Raven Reservoir 

Conservation Landscape Gardens 
• 3 will be installed by Nov. 2012 
• 1 rain garden will be installed 
• 2 edible landscape will be installed 

Rain Barrel Distribution 
• 20 rain barrels distributed 
• 10,000 sq. ft. of rooftop runoff 

controlled 

Outreach Events 
• 17 events with 495 participants 

Community Partners 
• 25 total: 6 community organizations, 

3 businesses, 10 schools, 2 churches, 
and 3 government agencies 

Special thanks to 19 volunteer groups 
for their incredible contributions to our 
spring 2012 reforestation projects:  

• Rosedale Alternative School  

• Hereford High Hope Club  

• Dulaney High Key Club  

• Towson University Clubs (BAP, 
LXA, TKE, AKA, Kappa Sigma) 

• Sudbrook Magnet Middle School  

• Baltimore City College High School  

• Roots and Shoots  

• MD Conservation Corp  

• Girl Scouts Troop 1766 

• Cub Scouts Pack 779  

• Al Rahmah Islamic School of 
Baltimore  

• Serve Fest  

• Cromwell Valley Park Habitat Team  

• Baltimore County Volunteers  

• KCI Technologies, Inc. 

Your membership directly supports our 
restoration, education, and 
conservation efforts.   

Thank You! 

Peg Perry-Program Director, Education and 
Restoration 
  

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy – 
Restoring the Gunpowder Watershed, 

Thanks to Members like You! 

In the past 22 Years: 

Reforestation 
• 23,000 native trees on 110 acres 
• 7,500 volunteers (24,375 hours) 

Land Preserved 
• 1,512 acres conversation easements 

Tree Maintenance (since 2009) 
• 11,000 trees maintained on 55 acres 
• 446 volunteers (1,398 hours) 

Stream Cleanups and Adoptions 
• 450 stream cleanups 
• 164 tons of trash collected 
• 7,500 volunteers 
• 24,375 volunteer hours 
• 50 steam adopted since 2008 

Train Maintenance (since 2008) 
• 7 workshops 
• 157 volunteers (785 volunteer hours) 
• 545 lbs. of invasive plants removed 
• 12 rolling grade dips installed 
• 270 herbaceous plants planted 
• Gunpowder Trail Club maintained 

100 miles in Gunpowder Falls Park 

Conservation Landscape Gardens 
• 16 installed (including rain gardens, 

bayscape gardens, and edible 
landscapes) 

Rain Barrel Distributed 
• 150 distributed since 2008 
• 75,000 sq. ft. of rooftop runoff 

controlled 

Outreach Events 
• 39 events with 1,023 participants 

Community Partners 
• 85 total: community organizations, 

businesses, schools, churches, and 
government agencies 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 

A group photo from our members-only 

appreciation event, a canoe trip on the Gunpowder 

River on August 18th, 2012.  See page 8 for more. 
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On May 3, 2010, Baltimore County published the Master 
Plan Rural Areas Amendment to the 2010 County Master 
Plan.  This amendment was created to comply with the 
County Charter’s requirement that the Master Plan be 
reviewed and revised at least every ten years.  The Master 
Plan Amendment was also drafted to comply with the 
Maryland Agricultural Stewardship Act of 2006.  This Act 
“provides for the establishment of priority preservation 
areas by charter counties.”  The Rural Areas Amendment 
continues Baltimore County’s efforts, since 1974, to place 
agricultural lands in permanently protected easements. 

The Master Plan Amendment identifies four general policies 
to guide the County’s efforts to protect rural lands: 

• Permanently preserve lands for agriculture and 
natural resources to achieve the goal of at least 
80,000 acres. 

• Recognize and promote sustainable agriculture as a 
vital economic, commercial, and industrial activity 
that requires permanent protection. 

• Manage development to protect agricultural lands 
and prevent conflicts between agricultural operations 
and incompatible uses. 

• Ensure the proper management of agricultural lands 
to protect water quality and natural resources. 

“Significant public funds have been invested in the permanent 
protection of cropland, pasture and woodland to maintain and foster 
a viable agricultural industry” (2010 Master Plan Amendment). 
A new focus on “sustainable” agriculture is a change from 
previous master plans.  Recognizing the need for farms to be 
profitable and the importance of commodity production, the 
Rural Areas Amendment seeks to build on preservation 
success and increase the role of local food production.  The 
benefits of local food production include energy conservation, 
sustainability, and national security.  Promoting local farms 
can provide better quality meat and produce; can provide 
food security as costs to transport food increase, and supports 
employment in agriculture. 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 
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As explained in the Amendment, “One major goal of the 
Master Plan is to protect agricultural and sensitive environmental 
areas of the rural county for future generations.  This objective is 
achieved through use of the following comprehensive growth 
management measures: the urban-rural demarcation line, zoning 
classifications, land use regulations, the purchase and donation of 
permanent conservation easements on the land, and the 
implementation of recommended actions of the Master Plan.”  

The County’s Urban-Rural Demarcation Line (URDL) 
concentrates development in areas already served by water 
and sewer infrastructure.  The Master Plan Amendment 
strives to protect natural resources, or working lands, by 
limiting development in the remaining rural area.  Here, the 
emphasis is on conservation of natural resources.  In 
urbanized areas, inside the URDL, the environmental focus is 
to restore impaired habitats and water quality.  

In the next issue of our newsletter, we will discuss the 
incorporation of the 2010 Master Plan Amendment into the 
new 2020 County Master Plan and how the GVC, as a land 
trust, supports preservation of the County’s rural lands and 
cultural heritage.   

Sandy Buxbaum, Land Preservation Committee Chair and Jen 
Powers, Land Preservation Committee 

Land Preservation in Baltimore County 

1

National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation Awards $89,105 to 
GVC to Support the Middle River 
and Tidal Gunpowder 
Preservation Project 

On August 28th, GVC staff and two 
board members attended a National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF) press conference held at the 
Maryland Science Center. The press 
conference was held to announce 
$9.2 million in grant funding, 
awarded to 41 restoration and outreach 

 

2

projects in the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed.  

As one of the 41 grant recipients, the 
GVC will receive $89,105 from NFWF  
to conduct a behavior change campaign 
in the Middle River and Tidal 
Gunpowder watersheds, to motivate 
700 residents to participate in 
restoration actions identified in 
Baltimore County’s Small Watershed 
Action Plan (SWAP).  Such actions 
include implementing storm water best 
management practices (BMP’s) on 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Receives over $120,000 in New Grants! 

NFWF and Senator Cardin present 
the grant check to GVC. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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residential properties, planting trees, 
and removing trash from local streams.  
The planned short-term outcomes are to 
install 60 rain barrels, create and build 6 
rain gardens and 14 Bayscapes (8 edible 
landscapes, 2 Bayscape gardens, and 4 
Bayscape buffers), to certify 24 Bay-
Wise residential yards, plant 800 trees 
on 4 acres, adopt 10 streams on 2.5 
miles of stream reach, and remove 
2,000 lbs of trash between 2013 and 
2014.  These efforts are expected to 
reduce pollution going into the 
Gunpowder River: 25.7 lbs/yr of 
nitrogen, 1.8 lbs/yr of phosphorus and 
812.4 lbs/yr of suspended sediment.  
The purpose of these pollution 
reduction actions, in the Middle River 
and Tidal Gunpowder watersheds, is to 
improve water quality in the 
Chesapeake Bay and to comply with 
the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL), the new goal for 
a clean Bay. 

The project partners include the 
Baltimore County Department of 
Environmental Protection and 
Sustainability (DEPS), the Community 
College of Baltimore County, the 
University of Maryland Extension, 
Baltimore County Master Gardeners, 
Chesapeake Covenant Community, 
Essex-Middle River Civic Council, 
Wilson Point Civic Improvement 
Association, Bowley’s Quarters 
Community Association, Hawthorne 
Civic Association, the Marine Trades 
Association, the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR), 
Gunpowder Falls State Park, the 
Maryland Forest Service, and the 
County Council of Baltimore.   

The GVC has committed $170,185 in 
matching funds to the project.  These 
funds will come from volunteers who 
donate their time, homeowners who 
pay a percentage of the cost to install 
storm water BMP’s in their yards, 
grants from other funders, and the 
proceeds of the GVC’s annual 
fundraiser.  This year, the GVC’s 
annual fundraiser, “An Evening at 
Marshy Point,” will be held at the 
Marshy Point Nature Center in the 
Middle River watershed.  

4

The funding for the 41 projects was 
awarded through the Chesapeake Bay 
Stewardship Fund administered by 
NFWF.  

 

Chesapeake Bay Trust Grant Supports 
Market Research on Bay-Wise 
Landscape Management Practices 

A unique aspect of the Middle River 
and Tidal Gunpowder Preservation 
Project is that the GVC will partner 
with the University of Maryland 
Extension, Master Gardeners of 
Baltimore County to use the Bay-Wise 
Maryland Yardstick as a marketing tool 
and we are conducting market research 
to design our outreach strategy.  The 
Yardstick is a tool that identifies over 
60 Bay-friendly landscaping practices.  
Residents can use the Yardstick to 
assess their yard, and if they have 36 or 
more “inches” on the Yardstick, earned 
by using Bay-friendly practices, their 
yard can be certified “Bay-Wise.”   

Since March 2012, with the support of 
a $25,000 grant from the Chesapeake 
Bay Trust, the GVC has been working 
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with a marketing firm (Hollander, 
Cohen, and McBride) to survey 
residents of the Middle River and Tidal 
Gunpowder watersheds to gather data 
about their views of Bay-Wise 
landscaping practices in preparation for 
launching the outreach campaign in 
2013. 

Based on the market research, three 
practices from the Yardstick were 
selected for promotion in the campaign:  
(1) replacing some lawn area with low 
maintenance native plants 
(Bayscaping), (2) installing a rain barrel, 
and (3) installing a rain garden.  Some 
of the strategies that GVC will use to 
promote these behaviors are conducting 
informational mailings, holding a 
project “kick-off” event for the 
community, offering “how to” 
workshops, providing free technical 
assistance, and offering financial 
incentives (cost-share). 

REI Gives $10,000 to Support 
Volunteer Engagement In Restoration 
Activities 

The GVC has received a $10,000 grant 
from REI to support our restoration 
program in 2013.  We will be working 
closely with the REI Timonium store to 
implement the projects, which include: 

• 4 trail maintenance workshops at 
Gunpowder Falls State Park and the 
Loch Raven Reservoir watershed. 

• Project Clean Stream, which will 
mobilize 315 volunteers to clean up 6 
miles of streams in the Gunpowder 
watershed in April 2013. 

• Tree maintenance of 800 trees that 
were planted by volunteers in the 
Loch Raven Reservoir watershed. 

In addition, REI’s funds will support 
the GVC’s volunteer appreciation 
program.  This is important because all 
of our projects depend on the hard 
work of volunteers.  We are thrilled that 
REI is joining us in celebrating the 
accomplishments of our dedicated 
volunteers!! 

Karen Stupski, Development Director 

Photos (from top to bottom): 
Edible Landscape at Mitzi Mariella’s 
Edible Landscape at Deb Landcaster’s 
Train Maintenance/Native Plant Workshop 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 

GVC Grants Update 
Continued from Page 4 
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Want to make a positive impact on 
your local stream and the Gunpowder 
River Watershed?  Interested in creating 
fall and winter beauty in your garden?  
Then we have a great fall planting 
project that will 
delight your eyes 
with color during 
the bleakest winter 
days and entice 
cheery winter 
songbirds to stop 
by for a visit and a 
snack!  A rain 
garden is a slightly 
sunken garden 
designed 
specifically to 
collect and filter 
rainwater.  They 
are designed to 
temporarily collect 
storm water runoff 
from impervious 
surfaces such as 
roofs, driveways, 
walkways and 
patios or even lawn 
areas.  They allow 
this excess water to 
slowly percolate 
into the soil, which 
is then absorbed by 
plant roots, acting 
like nature’s 
sponge.  This 
provides benefits 
including flood 
control, 
groundwater 
recharge and 
erosion control. 
Additionally, the 
soil and plants can 
absorb pollutants 
such as pesticides, 
oils, and metals.   

The best site for a rain garden is in the 
drainage path of water flowing from 
impervious surfaces or in the path of 
downspout drainage from the house or 

2

garage.  For this planting design, the 
garden should be sited in a spot that 
gets at least 6 to 8 hours of direct sun. 
Be sure to have all underground utilities 
located prior to digging!  To start, lay 

out the shape of the rain garden bed and 
excavate to create a basin shaped ‘pond’ 
area approximately 18 inches deep. 
Some of the soil generated from this 
excavation process can be used to create 
a ‘berm’ on the lowest side of the rain 

3

garden to hold water in the basin area.  
Refill the basin you created with a 
blended soil composed of 50% clean 
sand, 25% compost and 25% topsoil.  
The finished elevation of the soil should 

be 3 to 6 inches 
below the 
existing, 
surrounding 
grade.  This will 
allow the rain 
garden to 
capture and 
hold more run 
off water, 
especially 
during very 
heavy rainfalls.  

Rain gardens 
are great 
habitats for 
songbirds, 
butterflies and 
beneficial 
insects.  Don’t 
worry about 
mosquitoes 
because, while 
water may pool 
during and 
shortly after a 
rainfall event, it 
will dissipate 
long before the 
7 days period 
mosquitoes 
need to hatch.  
It’s a great way 
to add beauty 
and provide 
environmental 
benefits in your 
own back (or 
front) yard.  
Just remember: 
rain falling in 

your yard will eventually make its way 
to the Chesapeake Bay! 

Fall is such a great time of year for 
planting.  Cooler temperatures 
stimulate root growth and the plants 

A Full Sun Rain Garden Design: 
Electrify your Fall and Winter garden with a  
dazzling display of colors! By Kirsten Coffen, ASLA 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 
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chosen for this example design will 
provide tremendous beauty and color 
during fall and winter months.  These 
plants will grow well in both wet and 
dry conditions, handling the 
fluctuations in natural rainfall with 
ease.  Here’s a look at the native plants 
and cultivar of native plants selected for 
this rain garden: 

Shrubs: 
Red Twig Dogwood  
(photo top left of previous page) 

Cornus Sericea ‘Farrow’ Artic Fire 

This winter beauty will mature 
at 3-4 feet in height.  It is a 
compact shrub that will have 
reddish/purple fall color and 
dark red stems through the 
winter.  Periodic renewal of 
this shrub by cutting back 
older stems to the ground will 
allow the brighter red color of 
the younger stems to show. 

Winterberry (photo above) 

Ilex Verticillata 

These deciduous hollies loose their 
leaves in the fall, but have brightly 
colored berries that last through the 
winter months.  Three different 
cultivars have been selected to 
maximize color impact.  ‘Winter Red’ 
has brilliant red berries and ‘Winter 
Gold’ has yellow/orange berries.  The 
mature height is 6-8 feet.  Both will 
attract fruit eating birds (such as Cedar 
Waxwings, Bluebirds and Mocking 
birds) in late winter.  You will also need 
the male pollinator plant ‘Southern 
Gentleman’ to produce the berries. 

5

Ornamental Grasses: 
Tufted Hair Grass 

Deschampsia cespitosa 

This native grass, with its dense shiny 
green blades, is a perfect contrast to the 
broader leaves of the shrubs.  The 
flower heads are much lighter in color, 
creating a haze of buff tones that stand 
out boldly against darker, evergreen 
foliage. From 2 to 3 feet in height, the 
foliage should be cut back in early 
spring before new growth flushes in. 

Red Switch Grass 
(photo of fall foliage top 
right of previous page) 

Panicum virgatum 
‘Ruby Ribbons’ 

Summer foliage is 
metallic blue with red 

overtones.  Airy, red seed heads form in 
mid to late summer.  As the cooler 
temperatures of fall arrive, the foliage 
turns deep burgundy red.   The plant 
will grow to about 4 foot in height.  
Leave the dried foliage for structure in 
the winter garden and cut it back in 
early spring. 

Flowering Perennials: 
Smooth Aster 

Aster Laevis ‘Bluebird’ 

Growing 2-3 feet in height, this native 
cultivar blooms a profusion of deep 
lavender to violet flowers in September 
to October.  Expect lots of butterfly 
visitors, especially migrating Monarchs! 
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Pink New York Aster (center photo) 

Aster novae-belgii ‘Woods Pink’ 

This one will offer clear pink daisy like 
flowers with a gold center.  Bloom time 
is August to October and they grow 
about 12 inches tall. 

Turtle Head 

Chelone glabra 

This native perennial has unusual 
snapdragon like white flowers in 
August to September. It’s an important 
food source plant for the caterpillar of 

the Baltimore Checkerspot 
Butterfly, Maryland’s State 
Insect! 

Dwarf 
Goldenrod (right photo) 

Solidago ‘Little Lemon’ 

Fluffy yellow flowers bloom in late 
summer through the fall, at 12 to 16 
inches in height. 

Highlight on the Author: 

In addition to serving as a board member for 
the GVC, Kirsten Coffen, ASLA, is the 
owner of Garden Architecture, LLC, a 
landscape architecture firm located in Fork, 
Maryland. With a focus on environmental 
sustainability, the firm offers expertise in the 
design of rain gardens and bioretention 
facilities, native and wildlife habitat 
plantings, rain permeable hardscapes, ‘green’ 
retaining walls and water harvesting 
solutions.  For additional information about 
Garden Architecture, LLC, visit 
www.gardenarchllc.com. 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 
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Why? 

1

On Saturday, August 18th, thirty-five 
GVC members ventured forth with 
canoes, paddles, life vests and plenty of 
daring.  The weather was perfect: low 
humidity, blue sky, big clouds.  We 
began our trip at Stan Dorman’s farm, 
“River Bend.”  Led by our experienced 
instructors, Gene Flanagan and Winny 
Tan from Oregon Ridge Nature Center, 
we paddled down the glorious and 
serene river.  The sounds and sights 
were a sensory delight: lush riverside 
forests with chattery birds and shallow 
pools and fast riffles among boulders 
and rocks.  Our destination was three 
miles down the river, at the Northern 
Central Railroad Trail (Torrey C. 
Brown Rail Trail) in Phoenix. 

Some of us leisurely took in the sights, 
while others came on a mission – to 
fish out abandoned tires.  It seemed odd 
so many tires made their way into the 
river, here in the rural 

2

part of the county, but there they 
lurked, abundant!  GVC members 
fished out 24 tires.  The trip went well 
overall, though the river was fairly 
shallow in some spots, requiring some 
deft paddling!  The members of the 
GVC enjoyed an amazing canoe trip 

3

down the Gunpowder River, and the 
adventure was concluded with a tasty 
repast donated by Graul’s Market in 
Hereford, MD. 

When we returned to River Bend, we 
were greeted by an inviting setting of 
chairs and picnic tables set around the 
bubbling pond under lovely shade trees. 
Everybody happily lunched and relaxed 
in this bucolic setting.  We are very 
grateful to Stan Dorman for providing 
this beautiful location.  Many thanks to 
Graul’s Market of Hereford for 
providing the delicious, bountiful 
lunch!  The membership committee 
would also like to thank Peg Perry 
(GVC Education and Restoration 
Director), Charlie Conklin (GVC 
President), Winny Tan, Gene 

Flanagan and Ron Homan, and the deli 
department at Graul’s Market!  We can 
hardly wait for our next member 
appreciation event, so stay tuned for 
information in our spring newsletter! 
We hope to see you there!  

Pat Novak, Membership Committee Chair 

Ahoy GVC Members! Summer Membership Appreciation Canoe Trip 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Spring 2012 Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 

Volunteer Leaders Needed! 
 

2

planting riparian (stream side) 
buffers is most effective at 
Carbon Dioxide sequestration 
(the net removal of CO2 into 
long term permanent 
terrestrial “sinks” or trees, 
grass, roots, and microbes in 
soil).  And, according to the 

USDA Forest Service, every acre of 
forest, about 150 to 200 trees, absorbs 
six tons of carbon dioxide and produces 
four tons of oxygen, or enough to meet 
the annual needs of eighteen people.  

Reason 2) We will be expanding our 
Stream Watch Adopt-a-Stream Program 
by recruiting local residents to adopt and 
clean 30 new streams throughout the 
Gunpowder Watershed.  Last year 
through this program we collected 4.5 
tons of trash out of 23 streams within 
the Gunpowder Watershed.  That is 
fantastic and we need your help to 
restore even more streams!  

Therefore, we are seeking volunteers 
who will commit to being team leaders 
either as reforestation Crew Chiefs or as 

Who are we looking for? 

1

 

 

 

 

 
 

Adults who care about preserving 
nature, controlling air and water 
pollution, protecting drinking water, 
and conserving wildlife!  We need those 
who care about the health of their 
families and children, and who wish to 
preserve our environment for future 
generations!  
 

Reason 1) GVC will be planting forested 
stream buffers throughout the 
Gunpowder Watershed through 2013, 
providing multiple benefits to our 
environment, such as absorbing carbon 
dioxide, providing oxygen, filtering 
pollutants, decreasing erosion, and 
creating wildlife habitat.  According to 
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation 

3

Stream Captains who adopt streams, 
both to oversee small groups of general 
volunteer helpers to plant trees or clean 
streams.  Trainings will be provided to 
help enthusiastic volunteers become 
excellent team leaders!  So join our 
team of volunteer leaders today! 

 
 

• You can make a difference for the 
health of our environment and for 
future generations! 

• You can do your part by joining a 
team of responsible, enthusiastic, 
caring, and committed volunteer 
stewards! 

• You can form new friendships with 
like-minded people! 

• You will feel very rewarded for your 
efforts! 

If you are interested please contact Peg 
Perry, Program Director of Education 
and Restoration at 410-668-0118 or 
pperry@gunpowderfalls.org.  I look 
forward to working with you soon! 

How does volunteering 
benefit you?   

Our Crew Chiefs leading a tree planting at 

Loch Raven Reservoir, Spring 2010. 
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As we write this newsletter we are preparing for our 3rd Annual 
Fundraiser, on Saturday, September 15, 2012: an evening at the 
Marshy Point Nature Center.  This event welcomes the autumn 
with lite fare from Richardson's Farm, wine and local beer from 
Heavy Seas Brewery, a silent auction and live entertainment by Free 
Range Blue.  The evening's proceeds benefit GVC's conservation 
and educational programs.  Our generous sponsors, listed below, 
support this event: 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 

GP Construction  
Kingsville 

• Chuck & Buff Conklin 

• Geoff Carpenter 

• ‘The Reiner/Martin Family: 
Kathy, Frank, Brian, Pam & Joe’ 

• Marsha and Gordon Beckers 

• Shaw Chiropractic and 
Nutrition Center 

• Pat Novak 

• Ron & Jen Powers 

Donating $1000: 

Donating $250: 

Donating $500: 

Our Sponsors for “An Evening at Marshy Point” 

Donating $1500: 
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White Oak Donors 
($500 - $1000) 

Marsha and Gordon 
Becker  
Sandy Buxbaum 
Charlie Conklin* 

Mockernut Hickory 
Donors ($100 - $499) 

Justin Alpino 
Dr. Robert H. Batchelor* 
Ann/Brook Behner* 
Ruth Bennett 
Lyle Benson 
Sally/Bayley Buck 
William Geoffrey 
Carpenter* 

Timothy Casey* 
Kirsten Coffen* 
Peter Conklin 
Ed/Patricia Decker 

Dan/Donna Doerfer 
L. Erickson & J.W. 
Witcher * 

Glen Arm Garden Club 
Kathy Martin 
“Mac” McAvoy* 
David T. McKibbin* 
Patricia Novak* 
Marian Perry-
Tamburrino 
Dr. Arturo/Trish 
Pidlaoan* 

Jen Powers* 
Sarah Rider/Tom Paduano 
Michael Schwartz 
Jack/Jan Simmons 
Ed Stuebing * 
Dr. & Mrs. William 
Waldman 
Lt Col John S. Walker* 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 

List of Donors from 2011 through Fall 2012 
The lists on this and the previous page include everyone whose financial contributions 
have helped support the Gunpowder Valley Conservancy in the past year.  The asterisk (*) 
indicates frequent donors while those in italics are new members.  The trees selected for 
each donor class are all beneficial to plant in our region, with the top level, the White Oak, 
being one of the most beneficial trees for wildlife as well as the Maryland State Tree. 

Your contribution has allowed the GVC to expand our education, restoration and 
preservation efforts including tree plantings, rain barrel workshops, historic and land 
preservation and our Stream Watch Program. As a result of your contributions, GVC has 
been able to implement the involvement of schools, churches, service clubs and businesses 
in GVC sponsored activities.  

We thank you for your contributions!               
Pat Novak, Membership Chair 

White Oak 

Mockernut Hickory 

GUNPOWDER VALLEY CONSERVANCY 
2012 Calendar of Events  (Schedule is subject to change.) 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! PARTICIPANTS INVITED!! 
Date Time Event Location 

Sept. 8 10- 2pm Rain Garden Workshop Carney 
Sept. 15 5-8:30 pm GVC Fundraiser Event Marshy Point Nature Center 
Sept. 22 10-4 pm Dam Jam Cromwell Valley Park 
Oct. 6 9:30- 2:30 pm Trail Maintenance Workshop Loch Raven Reservoir  
Oct. 13 9:30 – 1pm  Tree Planting Gunpowder Falls State Park  
Oct. 20 9:30 – 1pm Tree Planting Loch Raven Reservoir 
Oct. 27 9:30 – 1pm  Tree Planting Gunpowder Falls State Park           
Nov. 3 9:30 – 1pm Tree Planting Bee Tree Preserve 
Nov. 10 9:30 – 1pm Tree Planting Bee Tree Preserve 
Nov. 17 9:00 – 1 pm Better Waterways Cleanup Gunpowder Watershed 
 
TO REGISTER: for an event, workshop, or training, contact Peggy Perry, Program 
Director of Education and Restoration for Gunpowder Valley Conservancy at 410-668-
0118 or email at pperry@gunpowderfalls.org. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: about our restoration programs, visit the Gunpowder 
Valley Conservancy website at www.gunpowderfalls.org.  

Trail Maintenance at Loch Raven 

Native Planting at Loch Raven 

Pebble Creak Stream Cleanup 
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Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Membership Form 

Yes!  I want to ____ become a member, or ____ renew my membership with the 
Gunpowder Valley Conservancy today to support GVC’s conservation, education and 
restoration efforts within the Gunpowder Watershed.  As a volunteer organization, we 
depend on the efforts and support of our membership for the success of our work.  As a 
member I will receive the bi-annual GVC Newsletter, discounts on rain barrels, and first 
priority for GVC events.  I have enclosed a tax-deductible check for:  

[  ] $25-$49     [  ] $50-$99  [  ] $100-$499  [  ] $500-$1000            

Sweetbay Magnolia  Atlantic White Cedar Mockernut Hickory White Oak 

Please cut out this form, make your check out to Gunpowder Valley Conservancy and return it to 
Gunpowder Valley Conservancy at PO Box 9733, Towson, MD 21284.  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 

City/State/ZIP:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Family Members: ____________________________________________________________ 

Sweetbay Magnolia 
($50 - $99) 

Henry S. Baker, Jr.* 
John/Rosemary Beever* 
Allen/Susie Coven 
Page/Andy Crosby 
Mark Daneker* 
Jack/Judith DiGiacomo 
Ruth Evans 
Robert G. Glaeser 
Stephen G. Hobbs, Jr.  
Reverend Martie Johnson* 
Faith Kauffmann * 
William/Helen Keenan* 
Benjamin Larson 
Mitzi/Michael Mariello 
Pam Miller 
Morgan Mullaney 
Bruce Nelson 
Peggy Perry* 
William Rees* 
Paula Schmidt 
Don Simmons 
Michael/Pamela Spencer 
Randall Stoney 
Dorothy Streb * 
Karen Stupski* 
Ken Talley 
Morry Wexler * 
Wendy Werkheiser 

Atlantic White Cedar 
($25 - $49) 

Susan/Frederick Bath 
Dave/Jen Daneker 
Helen DeKornfeld 
Stan Dorman *  
Dorothy S. Ford * 
Bob W. Gayler * 
John B. /Minnie Gillett* 
Karen Hamilton 
Dave/Jen Hartman 
Alta/Jim Haywood* 
Scott/Gail Hisey * 
Dr. Roger/Joan Lewin * 
John Miller 
Monkton Garden Club 
James/Nancy Murray 
Barbara Newton 
Joseph/Lorraine Perry 
Kerri Pruel 
George/Laura Rew * 
Pam Schreiber-Pan  
Brad Sharpless * 
Dan/Mary Sloat 
Mary Slafkosky 
Kit Slafkosky/Chis Bauman 
H.S. Taylor White * 
Lucy Wright * 
Jean Yeldezian* 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 

GVC Board Members: 
Sandy Buxbaum 
Kirsten Coffen 
Charlie Conklin 
Mac McAvoy 
John Miller 
Pat Novak 

Marian Perry-Tamburrio 
Jennifer Powers 
Merritt Pridgeon 
Sarah Rider 
Mike Schwartz 
Kevin Smith 
Ed Stuebing 

GVC Staff Members: 
Patty Ceglia 
Anne Jones 
Peggy Perry 
Rachel Streusand 
Karen Stupski 
 

Newsletter Team: 
Text Editors: 
Kirsten Coffen and 
Jen Powers 
Production Team: 
Peggy Perry and Rachel 
Streusand 

Left to Right: Rachel Streusand, 
Kirsten Coffen, Peggy Perry and 
Charlie Conklin 



 

 

Post Office Box 9733 
Towson, MD 21284 

  

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy Fall 2012 

Highlights for our 2012 Fall 
Newsletter: 

Free Rain Garden Design you 
can use in your own yard! 

Information on the $120,000+ 
in grant money we’re 
receiving this year and what 
we’re going to do with it! 

Articles on all the progress 
we’ve made in the past year 
and since GVC was founded! 

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy 

____1. Restoration events: 
              ____ Stream clean–up events 
              ____ Tree plantings 
              ____ Adopting a stream 
____2. Storm water reduction measures 
             ____  Rain barrel assembly 
             ____  Rain garden installation 
             ____  Down spout disconnection 
____ 3. Land preservation activities 
____ 4. Historic preservation 
____ 5. Outreach / PR / education / (speaking, 
             writing, etc.) 
____ 5. Helping with mailings / office work 

_____ a. Birds / wildlife 
_____ b. Hiking / boating /  biking 
_____ c. Fishing / hunting 
_____ d. Gardening / trees / forestry 
_____ e. Stream science / ecology 
_____ f. Rain Barrels/Rain Gardens 

THANK YOU!   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT! 

GUNPOWDER VALLEY CONSERVANCY 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Please mark the appropriate line: 
Yes!  I want to become a member ___, or renew membership ___ 
with the Gunpowder Valley Conservancy today to support GVC’s 

conservation, education and restoration efforts within the 
Gunpowder Watershed.   

As a volunteer organization, we depend on the efforts and support of our membership for the success of 

our work.  As a member I will receive the bi-annual GVC Newsletter, discounts on rain barrels, and first 

priority for GVC events.  I have enclosed a tax-deductible check for:    

   [  ] $25-$49     [  ] $50-$99      [  ] $100-$499      [  ] $500-$999       [  ]$1000 or more     

   Supporting       Guardian          Steward           Champion             Patron  

Please make check out to Gunpowder Valley Conservancy  and return in enclosed envelope to Gunpowder Valley 
Conservancy,  PO Box 9733, Towson, MD 21284.  

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:  ________________________________________________________                 

City/State/ZIP:  _______________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________          

Family Members: _______________________________________________________ 

I’d like to volunteer for [check those that apply]:                    My interests are : 
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               Gunpowder Valley Conservancy, Inc. 
 2011 Board of Directors 
 Charlie Conklin — President,  

 William McAvoy — Vice President,  

 Ed Stuebing — Treasurer 

 John Miller — Secretary 

 Sandy Buxbaum, Kirsten Coffen, Pat Novak, Jen Powers,  

 Michael Schwartz, Kevin Smith, Marian Perry Tamburrino 

 Conservancy Staff: 
 Ann Jones — Land Preservation 

 Joe Longobardi — Webmaster 

 Peggy Perry — Program Director of Education and Restoration 

 Karen Stupski — Development Director 

 Rachel Streusand — Jennifer Branch Assistant Project Manager 

 Patty Ceglia — Edible Landscape Expert 

 Diane Brazil—Jennifer Branch Community Outreach Coordinator  

GVC is seeking individuals who would be interested in becoming a member of the Board of Direc-
tors.  Individuals who are dedicated to the protection and restoration of the lands within the Gunpow-
der Watershed and bring skills to this mission should contact Mac McAvoy, Chair of the Governance 
Committee, at 410-307-6627. 
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As autumn approaches and the end of the year comes 
please remember us in your year-end charitable 

contributions; they’re tax deductible! 


