THE JENNIFER B

RANCH PRESERVATION PROJECT

COME JOIN US IN THE EFFORTBY

BEAUTIFYING YOUR YARD AND IMPROVING THE HEALTH

OF JENNIFER BRANCH AT THE

INSIDE THIS FACT SHEE

SAME TIME!!

Who is the Gunpowder
Valley Conservancy?

The Gunpowder Valley Conservancy (GVC) is
a nonprofit organization, which mobilizes
people and resources to care for the lands,
waters and character of the Gunpowder Wa-
tershed. Its emphasis is on land preservation,
restoration, stream cleanups and education.
The GVC serves as a bridge connecti
citizens with programs and information thi
can help them become better stewards of
natural and historical resources in our w
tershed.

The Jennifer Branch
Watershed:

e Jennifer Branch is a tributary (see v
cabulary section) of the Lower Gun
powder Falls, which is a tributary o
the Gunpowder River, whicHlows
into the Chesapeake Bay

® The Jennifer Branch watershed21
square miles(1,415 acres)

e Jennifer Branch is amrban water-
shed that drains portions of Carney
Cub Hill, and Parkville.

® Land Use& 71% residential, 2% com-
mercial; 26% forest and 1% farm

e Jennifer Branch watershed is 38¢
impervious surface - rooftops, roads,
parking lots, etc. These imperviou

(L Jennifer Branch Watershe 2
this water would soak into the ground an

be utilized by plants and trees without pick
ing up these harmful substances. Because
of these impervious surfaces, Jennifer
Branch receives more water and pollutiof
than the stream can handle.
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About the Project

The purpose of the project is to preserve
Jennifer Branch by assisting residents
within the Jennifer Branch watershed,
(Carney and Cub Hill residents), to beau-
tify their yards while simultaneously im-

proving the health of Jennifer Branch and

ultimately the Chesapeake Bay. Resi-
dents, neighborhood associa-
tions, community groups, schools,

churches, and local businesses are being
offered educational information abotite
Jennifer Branch Watershed, the problems
it faces, and the practical and simple solu-
tions, especially for residents, that will
help to restore Jennifer Branch to a more
Watershed Diagram Courtesy of The Center for Watenaturally functioning and balanced stream
shed Protection, 2010. and riparian (stream bank) system which

RMWATER RUNOFF
NDSIUPJINLOCAL
TREAMSFICREEKS,
IVERS 'AND LAKES:

surface areas prevent rain and sn
from draining into the ground, increas
ing storm water runoff.
Much of the development, particularly th
home building, in Jennifer Branch happen
before storm water was regulated, beginni
with the Clean Water Act of 1972.

When development occurs without anythir
to control storm water there is an increase
storm water runoff entering the neighborir]
streams. As this water travels over roa
roofs, lawns, and driveways it gathers se
ments (dirt, sand, etc.) and harmful polly
ants (oil, fertilizer, etc.). In the origina
condition of the watershed, which is fores

can measurably improve the water quality
THEVOCABULARY of Jennifer Branch. The project encour-
OF A WATERSHED:

ages residents and community members
All small streams aré&ibutaries. A tribu-

use greed®f approach in
tary is a section of flowing water (creek, | healthy stream by planting trees, rain gar-
stream or river) than flows into a larger dens, and other native plantstheir own
body of water.

back yards and along stream bufferBhe
We live in and oimpervious surfacesAn | Support offommunity memberandvolun-

impervious surface is one that water canmof€€r participation is essential fte suc-
soak into, like a roof, driveway or road. cess of this two.year, grant funded.prOJect
to restore Jennifer Branch and ultimately

When it rains we gesttorm water runoff improve the Chesapeake Bay.

storm water runoff is the water than flows
over impervious surfaces directly into a
stream.

(For more information about the preserva-
tion project turn to Page 2.)
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What is a Watershed? <

- It is the area of land that drains water from storms p
into the groundwater and local stream. You are . M
always in a watershed! For Jennifer Branch, the : :
watershed includes much of Carney and Cub Hill.

If you are getting this mailing, you most .
likely live in the Jennifer Branch Water- &
shed, even i f you clanoét se

This is Jennifer Branch Watershed:
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About the Project... Chesapeake Bay, Biohabitats Inc., Balti To complement this project, the Gunpow-

more County Department of Environ- der Valley Conservancy (GVC), in part-
A grant was awarded to the Gunpowder mental Protection and Sustainability, anc nership with the community associations,
Valley Conservancy in 2009 by the other community based organizations in is in the second year of the grant, aiming
National Fish and Wildlife Federation in cluding Greater Parkville Community to educate 8,000 residents (approx. 3,252
order to assist in the restoration of theCouncil, Carney Improvement Associa- households) and motivate 67 households
Jennifer Branch watershed. tion, Christus Victor Lutheran Church, to implement storm water reduction
Linden United Methodist Church, and measures that can be effective in the up-
Graham Equestrian Center in public out land portions of the watershed on pri-
shed Protection, Baltimore County Mas- reach efforts within the Jennifer Branch vately owned properties.
ter Gardeners, Baltimore County Soil Watershed to promote watershed aware

Conservation District, Alliance for the "SS and individual upland restoratior The Baltimore County Master Gar-
activities. d e n e(B@VES) mission is to educate
residents about safe, effective, and sus-
tainable horticulture practices that build
healthy gardens, landscapes and commu-
nity. We have a speakers Bureau avail-
ahle to do nrecaentatione for arotine within

Partners include the Center for Water-
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Look at What GVC & Your Neighbors Have Done!

Year One

1. GVC and Jennifer Branch Volunteers
conducted two upland assessments or
724 acres within 2.21 square miles of
the Jennifer Branch Watershed in order
to determine what storm water controls
could be implemented.

2. 8,487 Jennifer Branch residents were
educated on the negative effects of pol-
luted storm water runoff and on green
solutions, Ahow to
while preserving Jennifer Branch and
ultimately the Chesapeake Bay all at the

same timeo through
SHEET mailed in January 2010.
3. GvoC
held a com-
munity  Kick

= Off Event on
= February 20,
4 2010 for fifty
residents.

4. G V C

A grand total of 150 volun-

teers have been involved in

the Jennifer Branch Preser-
vation Project so far!!

2010 Community
Leadership Awards

GVC wanted to recognize pillars of the
Jennifer Branch Community. These
residents took some action to prese
Jennifer Branch whether through pro
moting the project, hosting
an educational event, volunteering tc
adopt 1/4 mile section of Jennifer

* & o o

Branch, or implementing a green solu

tion. In doing this, we at GVC, believe
they have become examples for the re

of the community and we wanted tc .

conducted multiple yard assessments fogs :

private land own-
ers on what wa
the best gree
solution for thei
yard.

5. Ten communit
figreen

T
<

SO u 1 ono

workshops were held including, Rain

Barrels, Rain Gardens, Stream Watc
Trainings, and Edible Landscapes
Workshops.

6. GVC and The Phelps held a Community
Greening Block Party on June 12, 2010.

7. Twentyone households in the Jennifer
Branch Watershed implemented green
solutions in their yard.

8. Nineteen Rain Barrels were distributed
and thirteen were installed by GVC.

9. Eighteen Downspout Disconnects were
completed.

10.
11.
12.

One Edible Landscape was installed.
Five yards certified Baywise landscapes.

Seven Jennifer Branch or tributary
stream reaches were adopted totaling
1.75 miles by fourteen volunteers.

Four Jennifer Branch stream reaches (¢
total of one mile) were cleaned up by
ten volunteers.

13.

14. 525 Ibs. of trash were removed from

Jennifer Branch and its tributaries.

share their successes with you.
Mike and Noel Phelps
Ontario Avenue, Carney, MD

¢ Attended the Kick off event Feb.
20" 2010.

¢ Hosted June 12 2010 Greening
Block Party.

¢ Installed Rain Garden while allow-
ing rain garden workshop.

Installed rain barrel while allowing
rain barrel workshop.

Provided food and drinks for
neighborhood patrticipants.

¢ Became Baywise certified.

¢ Willing to be ongoing demonstra-
tion site as example to community.

¢ Became GVC member.

Steve Hobbs
Erie Avenue, Carney, MD

Attended Greening Block Party.

Disconnected 3 downspoults.
Installed one rain barrel.

Installed rain garden while al-
lowing rain garden workshop.

Provided food and drinks.
Became Baywise certified.

Willing to be ongoing demon-
stration site for community.

Became GVC member.

*

Jim and Nancy Murray

Placid Avenue, Carney, MD

Attended Kick off event Feb.
20", 2010.

Installed one rain barrel in addi-
tion to five already installed..

Attended Greening Block Party.

Installed a Permaculture garden
while hosting a Permaculture
workshop.

Willing to be a green solution
demonstration site.

Installed a rain garden on own
prior to PC workshop.

Provided food and drinks for
participants.

Jim advertised the workshop
with 50 flyers he paid for and
hand delivered in neighborhood.

Baywise certified.
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There is more All of Us Can Do A ever of lantowner becase offers
tO dO tO Make a Difference! greater visual interest than lawn, re-

duces the time and expense of mowing,
watering, fertilizing and treating lawn

As a landowner in the Jennifer Branch Di sconnecting your 8@ Yardenhafeds and cAnaddfeds @rbas

Watershed you may be faced with have to be directed toward a splash block. with problems such as erosion, poor
problems such as... You can also install a Rain Barrel! soils, steep slopes or poor drainage.

¢ Erosion of your sloped yard or A BayScapedandscape is also great for

stream banks on your property the environment. It uses native
¢ Excessive runoff from vour roof or plants to provide habitat for local and
driveway y migratory animals, improve water

) quality, and reduce the need for chemi-
¢ Flooding of lower parts of your prop- cal pesticides and herbicides. Once
erty from excess storm water

your yard isBay Scapedt can be a
¢ Non-native species in your yard. certified Bay Wise Yarthrough a

Our goal here is to offer and assist you Master Gardeneros

with simple solutions to these common USING THESE
problems using ‘green’ or watershed Installation of a Rain Barrel a large barrel  GREEN SOLUTIONS WILL °
friendly principles and products. (~50 gallons) that collects rainwater from )
INSTALL A GREEN SOLUTION , your roof through your downspouts that E'elau“fy your yardh |
ou can use to water your lawn, wash * elp to preserve the water qual-
BUT HURRY, BECAUSE SUP- §our car, etc. It will hglp;ave on your ity ; Jeﬁnifer Branch |
PLIES AND FINANCIAL ASSIS- water bill.
TANCE AND LIMITED! ) 0 Allow the storm water to recon-
_ _ ' The cost is 50% covered by nect with the floodplain. This
downspouts thas surrenty fow directy  oLc-and we will even come - means water will seep into the
onto the street and into a storm drain, and install 't_ for you if you ground and move toward the
they can be altered to drain onto lawn wish! stream, cleaning it of pollutants
or gardens (see below) N instead of running over roads,

GVC will be disconnecting at least 30
downspouts in this grant!

f

roofs and driveways carrying
pollutants into the storm drain
that empties into the stream.

+ Enhance the riparian ecosystem
by creating an area where native
plants and animals want to live.

THE COST AND LABOR ARE Install a Garden yourself and

100% COVERED BY GVC! have GVC assist with
And theFIRST 10 RESIDENTS Technical Advice!
WILL GET A COMMUNITY Planting a Rain Gargeﬂa rain garden ia
special, water loving garden that helps
BUSINESSSPONSOREDGIFT soak up and filter rain water from your
CERTIFICATE ! Call now to roof, driveway, or other hard surfaces.

sign up. To see a full list of By using native plants, which are
9 P adapted to MD6és se

business sponsors go to page 7. tering, weeding and fertilizing are needec::
less. Less fertilizer means less nutrient : =’

Floris

$50.00if you B 3
disconnect your

downspout!! (A limited number are

Conklyns florist pollution in Jennifer Branch and the bay.
if offering a gift @ L/ ) And native plant populations help sup-
certificate for onrKctyns port native wildlife.

Bayscaped Gardens and Yards beautiful 7
landscape, planted and maintained t0 & ®cA
benefit people, the local environment,

What os this?
. . and the Bay. ; ' i I
available so sign up fast.) y g{%es onthe next page to find out!

C

e |
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Plant Native Trees!! Edible Landscapes Join Stream Watch
Why plant native trees? GVC is searching for volunteers for our
¢ Native trees create habitat for Mary- ) What are ThOSG?! stream watch program! Adult volunteers
landoés Native Wi | dFdibjedandscapes, otherwise known as Permacyln families are needed that live, work
o Trees reduce erosion and flooding by ~ [U'€ Gardens, are a backyard landscape design whigiplay close to Jennifer Branch or one
stabilizing stream banks with their root will include gardens with fruit and nut trees, edi- of the streams flowing into Jennifer
systems, and by reducing the speed the 21 Shrubs and herbs, vegetables, and planthat  granch! Volunteers adopt a section of a
storm water flows over land. _at:ract tbenef[lr(]:lal I|(nstehct?. I? addtltlon, thtey Oﬂe%tream and commit to cleaning and sur-
) ) integrate earthworks that capture storm water runoffeving i iti i
¢ Tree roots take up excess nutrients in - 40, rainwater collection systems, and compos eying fts condition two times a year.
storm water runoff such as nitrogen and ing systems. e
phosphorus, two nutrients that are con-
tributing to the decline in health of the Using an Aframe "
Chesapeake Bay. level, a simple home &%
¢ Trees absorb green house gases, such g$,54e tool, a swal :
Co2, and produce oxygen. This is how: can pe laid out on &
Heat from the Earth is trapped in the hill side. Together
atmosphere due to high levels of carbon it shovels and &
dioxide (CQ) and other hedrapping pick ax you can dig a
gases that prohibit it from releasing heat gale twelve inches deep and twelve inches acra =
into space- creating a phenomenon and prepare a garden bed in front of the swale fora = e aeaain
known as the "greenhouse effect.” Trees. 1 ¢ ¢ y tree fAguild.o About Stream Watch
remove (s_equester) Q(T)om_the atmos- K < ) There are two levels of adoption. You
phere during photosynthesis to form 9 ; 5 X = may join at either level:
carbohydrates that are used in plant ¥ H e Stream Cleaneri volunteers remove
structure/function and return oxygen ; trash i d d thei . £ th
back to the atmosphere as a byproduct. rash in and around their section ot the
About half of the greenhouse effect is adopted stream 2 times a year and report
caused by C® Trees therefore act as a any stream haz"ards ) .
Carbon Sink by removing the Carbon and Stream Walke“ V0|unteel’s W|” fulﬁ"
storing it as cellulose in their trunk, tasks of a Stream Cleaner, regularly
branches, leaves, and roots while releas- walk their section of the adopted stream
ing oxygen back into the air. and twice a year complete a survey to
o Trees provide shade necessary to main- collect information on the health of the
tain healthy, cooler water temperatures stream and stream bank ) )
for aquatic life. You may adopt any 1_/4 m_|Ie section of
¢ Trees create habitat by providing shelter A guild refers to a tree accompanied by a combing€nnifer Branchor of its tributaries in
and food to a variety of birds and other tion of plants, selected specifically to benefit, nurtur€ Jennifer Branch watershed or any
wildlife. and protect that particular tree species. In this Ca&/gﬁg;nw\gg;?he?e Gunpowder  River
a selfpollinating, dwarf sweet cherry tree is plante :
VOLUNTEERS NEED TO with thornless blackberries, strawberries, native

PLANT TREES THIS APRIL flowers, aromatic herbs, garlic, and Iris. Each plant
AND MAY IN THE JENNIFER

serves an important function.

BRANCH WATERSHED! After the plants were installed, leaf compost from the
local land fill, was spread on the bed. All was wa-

tered and a final cover of bark mulch was spread |
over the compost.

Two days of tree planting will occur
along a stream reach located in the mid-
dle of two neighborhoods bordered by

Goldenrod, Red Clover, Deltom, Haven- GVC will offer introductory Edible Landscapes

field, and Scotts Haven roads. ;
) . workshops to help you plan and plant your own Edi-
200 trees will be restored on 1 acre in e | andscape workshops on March"iand other
the Jennifer Brancbhyjyadaed ghed! o
Help GVC to plant YOUR COMMU- help you plan an: g
NITY trees! We are searching for vol-  plant your own ¥
unteers from the Jennifer Branch Water- See flyer inse
shed Community (Carney, Cub Hill, for our March®
Parkville), such as youth, scout, church, 19" Spring Into
business, and school groups, as well as Green open hous
local residents. Call Peg Perry now at  on green solution
410-668-0118 or email at for your yard!
pperry@gunpowderfalls.ortp sign up.

“

L ¥y

|F YOU WOULD LIKE TO
INSTALL A GREEN SOLU-
TION PLEASE SEE BACK
PAGE FOR OUR CONTACT
INFORMATION .



mailto:pperry@gunpowderfalls.org

| GUNPOWDER
VALLEY
| CONSERVANCY

W -
W N h
AR e al -

e

¢ g 3 07y . - <;,‘_
S ol v 4 W BBEER 0t L)
Py LA\ Plos RS o B 7 Uk

2011 Jennifer Branch Preservation Project

Calendar of Events

GVC invites volunteers and participants to attend all events below:

Date Time Event Location

Feb 5 10- 12 pm Rain Barrel Workshop Christus Victor Lutheran Church
Feb 12 10-12 pm Adopt-a-Stream Training Cromwell Valley Park

March 12 1-4 pm Adopt-a-Stream Training Cromwell Valley Park

March 19 102 pm ASpring | nt oUnied Methadst CEwch n t
March 26 1012 pm Rain Barrel Workshop Christus Victor Lutheran Church
April 2 9-12 pm Project Clean Stream Jennifer Branch

April TBD 9- 1pm Community Tree Planting Jennifer Branch/Carney

May TBD 9-1pm Community Tree Planting Jennifer Branch/Carney

TBD TBD Edible Landscapes TBD

TBD TBD Rain Garden Workshop TBD

Schedule is subject to change.

If you have signed up for a Workshop we will notify you of any changes.

TO REGISTER for an event, workshop or training, contact Peggy Perry, Program Director
and Jennifer Branch Project Manager for Gunpowder Valley Conservancy

at 410668-0118 or email abperry@gunpowderfalls.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION :about the Jennifer Branch Preservation Project visit
www.jenniferbranch.orgor for more detailed information
about our restoration programs, visit the Gunpowder Valley
Conservancy website atwvw.gunpowderfalls.org
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CENTER FOR

WATERSHED
PROTECTION

Baltimore County

ter,
ardeners

mastergardener.umd.edu

University of Maryland Extension

GREEN
RENAISSANCE

BALTIMORE COUNTY

CONTACT INFORMATION
GUNPOWDER VALLEY CONSERVANCY

For more information about the Jennifer Branch project and the contents of this fact
sheet, please visit the project websiteiw.jenniferbranch.org

For more information about the GVC visitvw.gunpowderfalls.org

Gunpowder Valley Conservancy
P.O. Box 9733
Towson, MD 21284

Y OU CAN GET SPECIFIC INFORMATION ABOUT CERTAIN TOPIC AREAS BY
CONTACTING THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE:

For more information on these Green Solutions: rain barrels, rain gardens, tree
plantings, downspout disconnections, or adopting streams...

Peggy Perndennifer Branch Project Manager

4106680118

pperry@gunpowderfalls.org

For more information on baywise yards or the
Master Gardeners...

Baltimore County Extension Office at 4666-0445
Home and Garden information aB00-342-2507
www.bcmastergardeners.weebly.com

For more information on Edible Landscapes contact:
Patty Ceglia at pjceglia@gmail.com or 6893-5315.

L OCAL BUSINESSPARTNERS INCLUDE :
CONKLYN & FLORIST SHOP
POOR BoOY @& GARDEN CENTER
TOSCANA I TALIAN DELI
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