
GUNPOWDER VALLEY CONSERVANCY, CLEAR CREEKS PRESERVATION PROJECT
 

MINI-BAYSCAPE for Miramar Landing 
Middle River, MD 

1 - Single Family Detached House 
June 12, 2016 

Design - This design is intended to both frame of your house from the street, and contain your front yard so 
that it feels more like your own outdoor room.  These  plants can tolerate both sun and shade.  The evergreen 
shrubs create a backdrop for the center of the yard, where you can add native perennials of your choice, 
such as Butterflyweed, Meadow Phlox, Wild Eastern Columbine, Rudbeckia, Wild Bleeding Heart, Spiderwort, 
Wild Blue Indigo. 

PLANT LIST 

        Flower 
Code Qty. Type      Color Sun/Shade Height  Bloom time 

  Native Shrubs 
A 2  Inkberry, Ilex glabra ‘Nigra’ *   white sun/shade 6’  May - June 
B 8 Inkberry, Ilex glabra ‘Shamrock’ *  white sun/shade 4’ - 6’  May - June 
  
  
  Native Ground covers 
C 12 Green & Gold, 
  Chrysogonum virginianum ‘Pierre’  yellow sun/shade 6”- 1’  March -June 
D 12 Creeping Phlox subulata ‘Emerald Blue’ purple sun/shade 4”  May - Sept. 
  

  * Evergreen

Designed by    P A T R I C I A   C E G L I A     pceglia@gunpowdervc.org     gunpowdervalleyconservancy.org     





GUNPOWDER VALLEY CONSERVANCY CLEAR CREEKS PRESERVATION PROJECT

MINI-BAYSCAPE for Miramar Landing 
Middle River, MD 

Planting Instructions 

Native plants - Plants in this design are native to Maryland have been selected for their beauty and 
adaptability to your soil and climate conditions.  This Mini-Bayscape will enhance your own habitat, and that 
of wildlife as well.  Reference:  Native Plant Guide Book  www.nps.gov/plants/pubs/chesapeake/ 

Where to purchase native plants/cost:  See the attached list of local nurseries.  The retail cost of these native 
plants should be about $200 - $300. 
  
Laying out the beds - layout out the bed shape with the measurements from your Bayscape plan.  Use a 
garden hose to delineate the bed edge.  Use flags or stakes to designate shrub locations.  Place ground 
covers in between the shrubs at the perimeter of the bed. 

What to do with existing plants - Existing shrubs can take the place of a similar size shrub in the design.  
Perennials can fill in open areas of the design. 

Preparing the soil - Remove all grass with its roots, shaking off the top soil as you go.  Water the soil with a hose 
or prepare your bed after a good rain.  Till the soil as deeply as you can.  Add 4’ of compost, mixing it slightly 
into the soil with a digging fork.  Add Mycorrhizae (Rooter’s Mycorrhizae Earth Juice, available on Amazon) to 
the soil around each shrub, following the directions on the bottle.  This is an essential key to replicating native 
soil conditions to insure that these plants will thrive. 

Planting - Plant largest plants first, smallest last.  Dig holes twice as deep and twice as wide as pot each plant 
comes in.  If plants are “pot bound,” loosen up the roots with your hands or cut them with the edge of a 
trowel.  Put some of soil back into the bottom of the hole before planting the plant.  Keep plant slightly higher 
than the surrounding soil surface, to account for settling when it rains. 

Mulch - After planting apply 3” of undid pine wood mulch to keep the soil ph acid. 

Watering - Water your Mini-Bayscape every day during its first season, unless it rains, making sure to saturate  
shrubs.  Thereafter, water when dry.  Consider installing a rain barrel at your nearby downspout to make 
watering free and easy!  Contact the Gunpowder Valley Conservancy at:  pperry@gunpowdervc.org 

Paths - Paths can be stepping stones, wood chips, or “walkable” ground covers (dwarf clover/herbs, etc). 

Seasonal maintenance - Pull weeds which may appear especially the first year, since soil disturbance has 
uncovered weed seeds.  Deadhead perennials during the growing season to extend their blooming cycle.   
Fertilize by adding 2” of compost to your soil every fall or spring.  Add mulch as necessary to a conserve soil 
moisture and temperature.  Divide ground covers and perennials if they become shaded out by shrubs, or 
crowded over time and plant divisions in bare spots or elsewhere. 

Pruning - Prune any shrub that eventually grows to exceed the 6’ neighborhood ordinance height limit, in 
winter when plant is dormant.  Remove dead, damaged and crossing branches.
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